Biography Report Parent/Guardian Understanding Form


Your child has been assigned a biography report that is due on June 11, 2019.  He or she has to research the person they have chosen following the guidelines presented in this packet.  He/she can use multiple resources to get the information they need, but they must provide a Works Cited Page (bibliography) of all of the sources he/she has used.  Your child may only use reliable sources (not movie magazines, tabloids, etc.  However, a documentary may be a resource.) He/She will be provided with the correct format to do this in.  Therefore, if he/she uses information he/she gets off of a reliable Internet source, he/she MUST keep track of the name of the websites, the author (if available), the url, and the date they got and/or downloaded the information.  This is, of course, also true for books and other printed materials he/she uses.  It is also important that if they use images, they need to cite the source(s). 

In addition, some of the report formats may require some kind of support from you (i.e. running a camera, purchasing a tape, materials, etc.).  However, it is up to the child to plan and execute the report, utilizing help from you only when the format chosen makes it necessary (again, acting in a film, providing materials, running a camera, etc.).


Please go over this packet with your child and talk them through what would be really doable for him/her AND you.  Their grade will not be effected in any way by the type of report they do, only by the quality.

Please fill in the form below, cut along the perforated line, and return the below slip to me at your earliest convenience.  Keep the rest of the packet as a reminder of the guidelines. 

Thank you, 

Mrs. Lehan

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Biography Report

I have gone over this packet with ___________________________, 
                                                                 (Fill in your child’s name)
and am willing to provide him/her with the support he/she needs to successfully do this report.

(parent/guardian signature)

Date

Biography Report Choices

These reports will be presented to the whole class.

(Remember, you must keep a list of all resources you use.)

Your next report, due on June 11, 2019, is to be a biography.  The only restrictions about who you can do the report on are:

1. No athletes who are currently competing or have competed within the past 10 years.

2. No celebrities who are still performing or have performed within the last 10 years (i.e. singers, actors, comedians, etc.  You may do a political figure who is currently active in politics or business person actively involved in working.)  If you have any questions about the person you chose, see me.

Required Information in the report is listed on the attached form.
Possible Report Formats

(Remember to keep your verb tenses correct!)

Dramatic presentation:
 You pretend you are the person you are doing 

your report on.  This requires dressing in costume and trying to be as much like the person you are representing as possible.  If the person is dead, you could even appear as a GHOST!  It is also possible to have someone interview you, but you will have to come up with the interview questions AND the answers.  It is okay to use index cards while presenting.

Musical Presentation:
Present your information on the person you 

chose by either composing an original tune with lyrics that meet the above criteria, OR pick a familiar tune and write your own words telling the information.  If you have access to a recording of the song you are using that has only music (no words), you could play that and sing your report to it.  (Karaoke anyone!)

Speech:
You will write a speech that contains the required information and give the speech to the class.  It is also okay to dress up as the person if you want to, though you would not be expected to really act like the person (though, again, you could if you wanted to!).

Make a Movie:  You could do any of the above three and film it if you would
feel more comfortable having the class watch the film as opposed to doing it right in front of a live audience.  You could even consider including some acted out scenes of the person’s life (possibly some friends and/or family would be willing to act in your film with you).  Remember, because you are in the film, you need a responsible person to run the camera.

Art Project:
This could take many forms, and is only as limited as your imagination.  Because you will need to convey all of the required information, it is possible that you may need to create more than one piece of art.  You could also combine an art project with a speech.

PowerPoint: Give an oral presentation using a PowerPoint/Office Mix to provide pictures, graphics, etc.  Remember, don’t put too many words on each slide, and if you use Office Mix, make you’re your voice over if informative and interesting.  If you use a regular PowerPoint, you may use note cards to help you to remember everything you want to teach the class in the oral part of your presentation while showing slides. 
Come up with an idea of your own:  If you have an idea you would like to try, you must explain it to me before hand.  Be sure it is really doable and that you will be able to follow through with your plans.

